
 

 

Specialist Tuition  

 

We offer specialist tuition for children and young people with learning difficulties. 

The one-to-one sessions are delivered by qualified specialist teachers in a suitable 

setting, both in person and remotely. Our strength lies not only in the strategies we 

use to develop our programmes, but in the expertise and experience of our tutors. 

They have an in depth understanding of how to meet the needs of individual 

students with Specific Learning Difficulties, including: Dyslexia, Dyspraxia, 

Dyscalculia, ADHD, Autistic Spectrum Disorder and Specific Language Impairment. 

Our specialist tutors have a recognised qualification, which guarantees they have 

the knowledge and skills to support their learners. The tutors supporting dyslexic 

learners are Associate Members of the British Dyslexia Association (AMBDA), 

which indicates a high standard of professional competence in both diagnostic 

assessment and teaching. All tutors are members of a professional body, which 

ensures they maintain their training through attending continual professional training 

and follow a professional Code of Ethics. All tutors have an up-to-date DBS 

(Disclosure and Barring Service) check and professional indemnity and public 

liability insurance. 

 

How does it work? 

An individual support programme will be specially designed to address the students’ 

individual needs and to build on their strengths. It may include work on basic literacy 

and numeracy, reinforcement of learning causing difficulty at school, college or 

university and study skills tuition aimed at developing own strategies for efficient 

learning.  

  

How much does it cost? 

Pre teaching appointment is £60. 

One-to-one specialist tuition is £35 per hour for students up to year 12. 

One-to-one study skills support is £45 per hour for students in higher or further 

education. 

One-to-one specialist tuition is £35 for adults. 

 



Where does it take place? 

One-to-one tuition takes place at a location most suitable for the student or via 

Skype. 

  

Skype tuition  

Skype, now owned by Microsoft, has become a commonly used International tool 

seen every day on our TV news bulletins, and used by many of our students to keep 

in touch socially at the end of the school day. At peak times, there are over 260 

million users worldwide online with Skype. However, what does not seem to have 

developed is the use of Skype as a teaching tool, in particular for tutors of students 

with Specific Learning Difficulties, SpLDs. There are many other online web based 

educational tools; however, Skype is a tool already familiar to our students. Develop 

Us has successfully trialled this method of tuition and is happy to offer this method 

of tuition to our students. Our experience has also found that whilst adults are 

mostly ‘IT immigrants’ and hence may consider this method of tuition a second best 

alternative, many of our Students are ‘IT natives’ and do not find the idea of lessons 

delivered through E-learning anything other than normal. In addition, some students 

prefer to receive tuition in their own environment, saving travel time and money. 

 

Overseas students 

Time zones permitting we extend this service to English Students with Dyslexia, who 

are currently resident Overseas.  

 

Higher education students 

Not all students in Higher Education who need support with their studies are in 

receipt of Disabled Students Allowance (DSA) funding for Specialist Study Skills 

Support, which is provided free by Student Finance. However, they may benefit from 

specialist study support to ensure they maximise their results whilst at 

University. We have two tutors who are highly experienced in offering study support 

to students in Higher Education. Tutors have current Assessment Practising 

Certificates (APC), accredited by PATOSS, which ensure that our tutoring standards 

are in line with current best practice for students who receive DSA support.  Online 

tuition, using Skype, is very well suited to students studying away from home, who 

are tech savvy and who already access most of their course information using online 

platforms such as Moodle or Blackboard.  Sessions can be booked regularly, or 

during the day as needs arise, for example during revision periods for exams, end of 

unit assessments and dissertations. 

 



What happens after submitting a request for one-to-one tuition? 

The information provided by you in the one-to-one tuition booking request form will 

be considered within 7 working days, and a suitable tuition session with one of our 

specialist tutors will be offered to you. We will ask to see for any diagnostic 

assessment reports or school progress reports that you have for your child. This will 

help us assess your/your child’s needs and allocate a suitable tutor.  If you are 

interested in support over Skype, you will be asked to provide your Broadband 

Speeds as without good connection lessons would be frustrating.  

Your tutor will also be honest and suggest ceasing lessons if they feel this style of 

learning is not suitable for your child.  

  

Pre-teaching appointment 

This one-hour session takes place between yourselves and a specialist teacher. In 

this hour some base line assessments will be carried out of reading comprehension, 

reading accuracy, writing speed and spelling ability in order to determine the start 

point for lessons.  However, as many students have already had recent assessment 

from a specialist, in these cases this session will be the start point.  During the pre-

teaching session your child will have the opportunity to practise logging on and off 

Skype for their lesson, learning how to use the ‘chat’, how to share screen and set 

up logins on some of the online resources we use. We also use Google Drive, as a 

cloud-based file sharing system and we will set this up together during the pre-

teaching appointment.  After this meeting, if applicable, you will be sent a resource 

box and some additional resources we think will be useful.  This is dependent on 

age, and curriculum levels. The resource box has all the stationery they will need, 

an A4 white board, exercise books, etc. 

 

What is taught during a session?  

We use a range of effective multisensory techniques focusing on: 

• Reading – reading accuracy, 

speed, fluency and 

comprehension; 

• Spelling; 

• Writing – handwriting neatness, 

writing speed, content and 

technical accuracy, fluency and 

style; 

• Grammar and specialist 

vocabulary; 

• Listening skills; 

• Auditory processing skills; 

• Memory skills; 

• Phonological awareness; 

• Numeracy skills; 

• Study Skills and revision 

techniques; 

• Organisation and time 

management skills; 

• Communication skills 

• Short term memory development 

techniques 



 

We use recognised interventions to support individual needs, including Alpha to 

Omega and Active Literacy Kit by Dyslexia Action. The Alpha to Omega programme 

offers practical help in teaching reading, writing and spelling to adults and children 

with learning difficulties, including dyslexia. It is a carefully structured programme 

which closely follows the normal pattern of phonological language acquisition. The 

Active Literacy Kit is designed to support all learners of 7 years and over who 

experience literacy difficulties, whether dyslexic or not. The programme offers a 

series of timed exercises which build the foundation skills needed for automatic, 

fluent and accurate reading and spelling. Carefully structured activities cover 

phonological awareness, word recognition, phonics, graphic knowledge and 

spelling. 

 

We can work with your child’s school or college by designing a framework of 

intervention, which can be reinforced by teachers/teaching assistants following a 

short, free training session with us.  

 

A typical lesson 

Understandably, parents ask what a typical lesson ‘look likes’. Each child’s lesson is 

planned as a personal and individual lesson with targets appropriate to them.  All 

our lessons last 1 hour.  We use board games, individually targeted worksheets and 

online learning resources. Children will be asked to use their exercise books and 

white boards to practise and consolidate skills.  As students get older, we use 

Google Docs, with and without voice to text software, to support their homework 

skills. We develop softer skills, including planning written assignments, organisation 

and use of academic language that develop their higher order thinking skills. In 

addition, we begin to develop revision and exam skills.   

 

For younger children 

The lesson is divided into four shorter activities. For literacy, these may focus on 

developing phonological skills; teaching accurate reading decoding using structured 

cumulative multi-sensory programmes based on Alpha to Omega; developing 

reading comprehension and understanding, improving single word spelling, 

developing handwriting skills, developing sentence structures, grammar and 

punctuation. This often needs to start with writing very short sentences, legibly 

written and accurately punctuated using a capital letter and full stop. 

If the lesson is numeracy based, there will be time to develop such skills as: telling 

the time, learning times tables, developing key mathematical vocabulary, and 

focussing on how to answer mathematical questions embedded in ‘word 



problems’. This is an area that many students with Specific Learning Difficulties find 

challenging. The lesson will focus on the strands in maths that your child is finding 

difficult: Using and applying maths, Number, Shape Space and Measures or 

Handling Data. 

 

Upper Key Stage 2 and transition to Secondary Key Stage 3 

By this stage, we may change activity within a lesson in order to develop 

concentration, tenacity and higher order thinking. However, the lesson would still be 

subdivided with activities. Most of our students continue to require support with their 

basic literacy or numeracy skills but need longer periods of time to develop their 

higher skills in preparation for reading and writing across the curriculum or applying 

their maths skills.  In Year 6 we will support their approach to Key Stage 2 SATs to 

reduce stress and support self-esteem.  Year 7 students may have their first 

experience of formalised internal exams in school halls, so we will develop time 

management skills and suitable exam support study skills. 

 

Key Stage 4 

By Key Stage 4, we hope that your child will begin to develop intrapersonal skills 

and control the content of the lesson more.  Most of our students at this age will 

have a study skills-based lesson. It will focus on the essential GCSEs, e.g. English 

Language and Maths, but it will remain flexible to allow support with revision and 

preparation for GCSEs that students aim to do well in to be able to study Post 

16.  Many students have Exam Access Arrangements, e.g. 25% extra time, a reader 

and/or a scribe, and our lessons support our students in how to make the most of 

these. Some of our students, with severe dyslexia, Specific Language Impairment 

and or dyscalculia will sit Functional skills Maths and English. Therefore, we will 

continue to support them to pass these so that they can make progress after Year 

11. 

 

Can I take my child out of school for tuition? 

You can take your child out of school for tuition if agreed with the school. This is 

classed as an ‘approved educational activity’, which will not affect attendance 

figures. 

 

 

 


